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HopeHunger’s

In 1964, Paul Hoshiko and a partner 
established North Weld Produce 
Company in the old KUNER Cannery 
in North Greeley. Since then, Hoshiko 
Farms produced the high quality fresh 
onions marked by North Weld Produce 
Company. Paul’s son, Dennis, took 
over both businesses in 1995 and soon 
after began donating regularly to Weld 
Food Bank. Dennis has a huge heart for 
his community, especially those who 
struggle with hunger. Since 2002, his 
company donated more than 4 million 
pounds of onions. 

After completing 50 years in business, 
Dennis announced in February 2015 
that North Weld Produce was ceasing 
operations. Nonetheless, he has vowed 
to continue supporting and advocating 
for the food bank’s mission of feeding 
the hungry. When asked why he donated 
so much, his response was, “There’s 
absolutely no reason why any person 
living in our country should ever go 
hungry for even one meal.” 
Dennis hopes his example 
will encourage other 
wholesale produce 
growers to increase 
their support of Weld 
Food Bank.

The staff and 
board are very 
thankful for the 
many years of 
support from 
Dennis and North 
Weld Produce 
Company. Thank you 
Dennis for being a 
partner in the fight 
against hunger in 
Weld County!

North Weld 
Produce Company

In Weld County, 1 in 5 children struggle with hunger 
every day. There are many reasons that contribute 
to the prevalence of childhood hunger, but one of 
the biggest causes is poverty. In early December 
2015, the U.S. Census Bureau released a five-year 
look at poverty in Colorado through the American 
Community Survey. It concluded that from 2009 
to 2014, 17% of children under the age of 18 in 
Colorado lived in poverty. When examining Weld 
County, it had a higher child poverty rate  
at almost 18%.

The impact of poverty and hunger on a child’s 
life is immense, especially when it comes to 
education. Many of these children go to school 
hungry because the last meal they ate was the 
free school lunch from the day before. According 
to Colorado Children’s Campaign, over half of 
the students in Weld County qualified for free or 
reduced price school lunches in 2014. An empty 
stomach impairs a student’s ability to concentrate, 
which decreases their chances to flourish in the 
classroom. We work throughout the year to reach 
these children across the county, all the while 

hearing more about the effects  
of hunger.

Our Backpack 
Program provides food 
packages for children 

who are at risk for 
hunger over 
the weekend.  
We work with 
school counselors 

and teachers to 
identify kids who 
are in great need 

throughout 
Weld County. 
Typically, 
the food is 
discreetly 
placed in 
a child’s 

backpack or locker on Friday afternoons so no one 
is singled out or embarrassed. However, it isn’t 
uncommon for bags to be given out throughout 
the week because there are students who simply 
can’t wait until Friday. One student was asked 
by a teacher what they like the best about the 
Backpack program and he simply said, “I like it 
because I know I won’t be hungry this weekend.”

Several months ago, we were approached by 
schools in Windsor and LaSalle seeking help. They 
found that many of the teachers were bringing 
food from home to keep in their desks. There 
were an increasing number of students coming 
to school hungry, and the teachers knew that this 
would impact their students’ ability to learn. We 
were able to establish a School Food Pantry and 
provide each school with food to start their own 
pantry. The food is available not only to provide 
breakfast, but also for families to take when they 
pick a child up from school.

Hunger isn’t just an issue during the school year. 
As summer begins, the free and reduced price 
meals, backpack food packages and school food 
pantries end. We work with community partners 
across the county to establish feeding sites that 
kids can reach easily and safely to enjoy nutritious 
meals for breakfast and lunch. The feedback 
from our sites alerted us to a new trend; children 
were trying to take food home. When asked why 
they were doing that, the common response was 
because there’s not food at home and they need 
something for dinner.

The impact poverty and hunger have on 
children is hard to fully measure. Statistics can 
fail to paint the full picture, and comparing one 
child’s experience with hunger to another will 
present two completely different outcomes. It is 
imperative to be informed about the issue, but 
more importantly is to act. Partner with Weld 
Food Bank and discover how you can fight hunger 
in the lives of hungry children in your community.

Poverty and Hunger:  
How They Impact Children



 

Community Agency Partner: Vets Working at Home
 In 1959, Arlene Martin was fresh out of the marines when she started serving the Weld County 
community. Forty-seven years later she married her husband Bobbie, a World War II Veteran. The 
two were inseparable until his passing last year. Over the years, Arlene and her team have held 
several names, but their means of serving their community remains almost completely unchanged. 
Recently, they became known as Vets Working at Home (VWAH). Perry Bell, Weld Food Bank’s 
Board President, describes the group as “a collaborative entity in south Weld.” When a need arises 
in that area, Arlene and VWAH are one of the first contacted.

This past holiday season, Vets Working at Home, in partnership with Weld Food Bank, provided 
600 holiday meals to veterans and their families at the USO. Jim Otto is a member of VWAH and 
organized the meals with the USO while Arlene ensured that every child received a toy with their 
meal. She explains, “We serve the whole family. You can’t leave out the kids.” 

Like Arlene and Jim, each member of the team contributes in their own way. Mary B. serves five families 
in Fort Lupton on a regular basis. At times they need help with food, and thanks to VWAH they only 
need to travel a few miles in town instead of forty miles 
round trip to Greeley. Louie helps unload the food bank 
truck that delivers CSFP to our Fort Lupton office every 
Tuesday. Thanks to the hard work of Vets Working at 
Home, we are able to better serve hungry people in 
our community, especially those in South Weld County. 
Weld Food Bank would like to say a special thank you to 
Arlene for her many years of hard 
work helping her  
struggling neighbors.

1108 H Street
Greeley, CO 80631
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Board of Directors

Staff

Perry Bell, President
Destination Church & Ministries - Pastor

Becky Hall, Vice President
Community Member

Michelle Hesseltine, Secretary
Anadarko Petroleum Corp. - Field Business 
Process Supervisor

Sean Gingerich, Treasurer
Flood & Peterson Insurance - Vice President

Bert Dieck
King Soopers Marketplace - Store Manager

Tim Croissant, Past President
Bank of Colorado - Eaton Market President 

Brad Lorenger
JBS Pork - VP Sales and Marketing

Jan Martin
University of Northern Colorado - Nursing 
Professor (Retired)

Sandra Marino Meyer
Meyer Direct Inc. - Vice President

Jennifer Lynn Peters
Otis, Bedingfield & Peters, LLC - Attorney

Curtis Rau
Atmos Energy - Operations Supervisor

Chalice Springfield, Immediate Past President
Sears Real Estate - Chief Executive Officer

Keith Thompson, M.D.
Life Care Centers of America - Physician

Karen Trusler
Weld RE4 District School Superintendent, Retired

Abdiel Cardoso, CDL Driver
Aleta Purcell, Senior Outreach Specialist
Angie Rivera, Senior Outreach  
   Distribution Coordinator
Bob Boswell, Food Procurement and  
   Transportation Manager
Bob O’Connor, Executive Director
Brandon Clark, Warehouse Manager
Carrie Hembry, CDL Driver
Conrad Meitl, CDL Driver
Debbie Pfalzgraff, Administrative Assistant
Dee Stetz, Development Assistant/Grant Writer
Diana Flagle, Kitchen Manager
Erika Westfall, Certification/IT Manager
Jason Segura, Warehouse Assistant
Jessica Barczewski, Agency Relations/Child 
   Programs Manager
Jose Corpus, CDL Driver 
Julian Arias, CDL Driver
Kristy Aldridge, Volunteer Coordinator
Mikaela Sandridge, Community  
   Engagement Manager
Patrick Kelley, Warehouse Client Specialist
Pauline Montalvo, SNAP Outreach Coordinator
Robert LeDoux, Senior Outreach Assistant
Ron Heil, Senior Outreach Specialist
Sandy Griego, Child Programs Assistant
Scott Westfall, Director of Operations
Stephanie Gausch, Director of Development
Terri Powers, Senior Outreach Specialist 
Tina Danley, Agency Food Coordinator
Weston Edmunds, Communications Manager
Yolanda Cruz, Certification Specialist

How can Weld Food Bank distribute 11.5 million pounds of food with just 22 full time employees? The answer 
is simple; we can’t. We depend on a loyal and dedicated volunteer base. Volunteers provide support for 
our direct service programs, fundraising events, food drives, and day to day operations. This past fiscal year 
volunteers donated 48,500 hours of support which is the equivalent of 23 full time staff members.

Many of our volunteers have been here for years.  I would like to thank their families for sharing their 
loved ones with us. Gerald Clarke is one of those amazing volunteers. It’s my pleasure to highlight him in 
this newsletter.

Army Veteran Gerald “Gerry” Clarke, who has always been known for his drive and passion to serve 
others, began volunteering at Weld Food Bank after the floods of September 2013 devastated many 
families in our community. He heard the call-to-action and enlisted himself in our food drive efforts. After 
spending several weekends collecting donations, he decided to get more involved with the food bank.

Gerry started by helping sort donations from the flood food drive and building Emergency Food Boxes. He 
prides himself in doing tasks well and his ability to make processes more efficient. He did exactly that by 
devoting himself to always keeping the food box line stocked and ready. He explained his commitment to 
this particular area, “It’s the first thing that people see. I wanted it to look nice and have everything ready 
so that groups could get to work.” In two years, Gerry has donated 1,000 volunteer hours to which we are 
very grateful for. Thank you Gerry for your service to us!

There are many other great volunteers who we are honored to count as friends. It is through their efforts 
that we are able to feed our hungry neighbors 365 days a year.

With Gratitude,

Bob O’Connor
Executive Director

Director’s Corner

Our MISSION: To LEAD and ENGAGE our community in the 
FIGHT against HUNGER

Front row: Louie, Teresa, 
Mary B., Arlene. Back row: 
Jim Otto, Cynthia,  
Mary G., Perry

From left, Gerry Clark, Bob O’Connor



Beacon of Hope: Flood and Peterson

In November and December 2015, volunteers from Flood and Peterson gave of their 
time to help us during the busy holiday season. Every week we saw different men and 
women eager to build emergency food boxes, repackage produce and sort donated food. 
This multi-talented team provided vital support to our warehouse operations. Overall, 
twenty-seven different volunteers collectively gave over sixty-seven hours of service in 
a few short weeks. Flood and Peterson has been a long time partner of Weld Food Bank 
and they have generously supported our mission through donations and volunteering. 
Thank you Flood and Peterson for making a difference and being Beacons of Hope in 
our community.

Upcoming Events
March 12th – Greeley Can End Hunger 
5K/2K Walk or Run 
Join our Greeley Central High School students 
as they host the 2nd Annual Walk/Run to raise 
money for Weld Food Bank.  Race starts at 
9:00am.  Preregistration cost is $20 per person 
which will provide 100 meals. Cost is $25 the 
day of the race. T-shirt fee is included in the 
cost.  Register online at weldfoodbank.org.

April 2nd - Stone Soup 
Help “Pack Up Hunger” at this year’s annual 
Stone Soup fundraiser.  Join us for a fun night 
of community fellowship and enjoy a gourmet 
dinner, live and silent auctions, live music 
and dancing. Attire is dressy casual. Proceeds 
go to support our direct service programs, 
such as the Backpack Program, which will be 
highlighted throughout the evening. Individual 
tickets are available at weldfoodbank.org. For 
more information, contact Mikaela Sandridge 
at mikaela@weldfoodbank.org;  
970-356-2199 x312.

April 21st – Dine Out For Hunger
Support Weld Food Bank by eating at a 
participating restaurant on Thursday, April 21st 
and a portion of sales will be donated to the 
food bank to help alleviate hunger. As we get 
closer to the date, check our website for an 
updated list of participants.
  
May 7th – Kentucky Derby
This is the 7th anniversary of the Kentucky 
Derby Gala supporting Weld Food Bank and 
the Greeley Philharmonic Orchestra. The 
Kentucky Derby Gala will take place at The 
Barn on Lily’s Pond on Saturday, May 7th, 
2016. Hosted by Mike and Lea Faulkner, their 
barn is transformed into Churchill Down 
with lights, decorations and big screen TV’s. 
Tickets can be purchased at ucstars.com. For 
more information contact Weston Edmunds, 
weston@weldfoodbank.org; 970-356-2199 
x320.

May 14th – Stamp Out Hunger
Participate in the nation’s largest food drive! 
You can leave a bag of shelf stable grocery 
items by your mailbox for your postal worker to 
pick up and deliver to the food bank.

June 6th through June 24th – 12th Annual 
Corporate Food Challenge 
Have your company join in the fight against 
hunger through a friendly competition. Weld 
County businesses can compete to see who can 
donate the most food, money and volunteer 
hours. Contact Mikaela Sandridge at mikaela@
weldfoodbank.org or call 970 356-2199 x312 to 
see how your company can get involved in this 
fun and worthwhile event.

Weld Food Bank values its donors’ privacy. We never sell, rent, or barter our donor information. Annually, we publish our supporters’ names in our 
Annual Report. If you would like to opt out of having your name listed in our Annual Report or from being on our mailing list, please contact Stephanie 
Gausch at Stephanie@weldfoodbank.org with your complete name, address and telephone number and ask to be removed.

Honoring Donor Champions Past and Present

This year at our annual Blue Jean Ball, we unveiled the newly designed Donor 
Champion banners. They proudly hang from the rafters inside the warehouse to be 
seen by everyone entering our facility. The program was established many years 
ago by our late executive director Leona Martens. It was designed to recognize food 
donors who have consistently donated for at least ten years and have given over a 
million pounds.

The original four Donor Champions were Toddy’s Supermarket, Monson Brothers 
Produce Company, North Weld Produce and Morning Fresh Farms. Although several 
of these donors have since gone out of business, they are an important part of the 
food bank’s history. They have now been joined by four new Donor Champions: King 
Soopers, Safeway, Walmart and Suntastic. Like their predecessors, these businesses 
have been vital to our success over the years. 

If you would like to tour our facility and hear more about the Donor Champions 
program, contact us at 970-356-2199.



FUNDRAISERS AND FOOD DRIVES

Leave a lasting legacy to the food bank with an estate gift.  
Contact Stephanie Gausch, at 970-356-2199 x 304 to discuss  
how to remember the food bank in your will or estate plan.

Tenth Annual Blue Jean Ball
Saturday, October 17, 2015 supporters from all over Weld County 
gathered in our warehouse to thank and honor our generous food 
donors who make what we do possible. We host this event yearly 
in admiration of the individuals, organizations and businesses that 
support Weld Food Bank by donating food. Collectively, the seven 
award winners donated 2,163,749 pounds of food last year! 
Thank you to all our food donors. Your support is helping feed 
hungry families.

9Cares Colorado Shares and the Turkey Drive
Weld Food Bank would like to say a huge Thank You to everyone who participated in the back-to-back food 
drives this holiday season. During the 9Cares Colorado Shares food drive, the community donated 16,345 
pounds of food. Despite the turkey shortage this year, 1,263 turkeys were donated in one day at our Turkey 
Drive. Thank you to King Soopers, Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club and Safeway stores for hosting us and thank you to 
the wonderful volunteers who braved the elements to help with the food drives.

Encana Annual Chili Cook-Off 
Encana Oil & Gas hosted their annual Chili Cook-Off event on October 23rd, 2015. Great tasting chili 
and other delicious treats were judged by a panel of community members for several prizes. We are 
grateful to Encana Oil & Gas for their committed and on-going partnership.  
Special appreciation to the following companies and individuals for supporting the Encana Chili 
Cook- Off: Encana Oil & Gas, In & Out Oil Field Services, LLC, Silverline Services, LLC, T & M Line 
Locators, M & M Excavation, and Dolores Jamieson.

Cans to Candelaria
This yearly UNC food drive provides an opportunity for different UNC 
Departments, Greek Life, and individuals to compete to see who can bring 
in the most donations. The winning team receives the coveted Cans to 
Candelaria trophy and bragging rights. 2015 marked the 10th year of this food 
drive. Thank you UNC for being an excellent partner in our community!

Halliburton Tailgate Party
Halliburton once again hosted their successful 2015 Tailgate Party at Mile High Station in Denver. This fun event took place 
before the Broncos vs. Vikings game. Sincere thank you to the generous corporations who help make a huge impact on hunger  
relief in our community.
2015 Halliburton Tailgate donors: Halliburton, Shale Supply and Logistics, LLC, The Goodrich Mud Co., Inc., RMT Trucking, Inc., Unimin Corporation, 
Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LLP, Twin Eagle Sand Logistics, LLC, Hi-Crush Partners LP, Sintex Minerals & Services, Inc., Superior Silica Sands, 
Great Western Operating Company, Epic Ceramic Proppants, Inc., OmniTRAX, Inc., L.G. Everist, Inc., Hexion Inc., Bonanza Creek Energy, Bill Barrett 
Corporation, and Rainbow Ceramics.

Beaujolais Nouveau
The fifth annual Beaujolais Nouveau holiday fundraiser was held on November 19, 2015 at the Currier 
Inn in Greeley. The event was hosted by Saint Patrick Presbyterian Church, and Stephanie and Derek 
Boulton, owners of the Currier Inn. Guests enjoyed the Beaujolais Nouveau wine, delicious appetizers 
prepared by the food bank’s Chef and live music from gifted opera and pianist performers from UNC.

Donor of the Year: Suntastic
Agricultural Food Donor: Fagerberg 
Produce
Community Food Donor: 
North Weld Produce Company
Donor Partner: Meadow Gold
Innovative Donor: McLane Western
Community Partners of the Year: JBS 
USA, LLC and Strohauer Farms

THE MONEY DONATED AT THESE FOOD DRIVES AND FUNDRAISERS  
WAS ENOUGH TO PROVIDED 365,750 MEALS TO HUNGRY PEOPLE ACROSS WELD COUNTY!


