
A publication of Weld Food Bank                    Spring 2016

HopeHunger’s

Feeding Our Seniors

Mary and Bob of Greeley with their dog, Shakespeare

“The food we get from the food 
bank helps with our groceries.”

“Angie, I’m hungry,” says the woman’s voice on the message. With a smile, 
Angie Rivera, our Senior Outreach Distribution Coordinator, says that is the 
message she gets almost every month. After a quick returned phone call, 
a home delivery is scheduled to bring food to the woman. Although every 
conversation is unique, this is how Angie spends a good part of her day. 
She ensures seniors in our community have the food they need to stay 
healthy.

The Senior Outreach Program is designed for people who are sixty years 
old and above. Every month, seniors on this program receive a nutritional 
food package along with fresh produce, dairy and other perishable items 
from our Extra Room. For many of these seniors, this food is vital to their 
wellbeing. But for some, it is difficult to get to our warehouse. That is why 
we offer to bring food to them through the help of volunteers.

Recently, we had the pleasure of visiting the home of Bob and Mary with 
one of our volunteers, Tom. While loading up the cart with food including 
potatoes, spinach, oranges and several half gallons of milk, Tom told us 
how much he enjoyed this monthly delivery. Following a short drive, we 
arrived at a small white house peaking over a sun stained fence. It was 
nestled between two businesses, one of which was abandoned years ago. 
As we made our way to the side door, we noticed the paint was flaking 
like a dried orange peel. Bob greeted us at the door like one does with an 
old friend. Mary sat at the dining room table, and in her arms was a very 
skeptical small dog named Shakespeare.

The house was small on the inside, yet altogether very homey. We 
admired the family pictures on the wall as Bob beamed with excitement 
over the food. Bob, 73, and Mary, 64, moved to Greeley from Utica, New 
York in 2011 to be closer to Mary’s family. The move was difficult, and 
being unable to find employment, they quickly found themselves seeking 
help. Once they connected with Weld Food Bank and the Senior Outreach 
Program, they felt less burdened. “The food we get from the food bank 
helps with our groceries,” explained Bob. They especially appreciate 
the vegetables they receive every month. Mary mentioned that in the 
spring, they attempt to plant a small garden in their backyard. As a sign of 
gratitude, Bob declared he plans to donate any excess vegetables to the 
food bank. Upon further reflection, he said, “I’m not greedy. I’m satisfied 
with what I get.”

Bob and Mary are just one example of the people we serve through our 
Senior Outreach Program. The struggle is very similar for many seniors who 
face tough choices that can be detrimental to their health. Nearly 74% of the 

people we serve have said they will often choose between paying for food 
and their medicine. That is why our work to help feed seniors at risk of hunger 
is so important, but the task of reaching them is impossible to do alone. Our 
volunteers give hundreds of hours a month doing home deliveries. Equally 
important are our dedicated financial donors. Without their commitment 
to fight hunger, we wouldn’t be able to give healthy, perishable foods to 
these seniors who so greatly need it. Weld Food Bank’s success is due to the 
incredible support of our community. To find out how you can support our 
mission visit weldfoodbank.org



 

Community Agency Partner: Homestead Bible Camp
Fifteen miles southeast of Roggen, Colorado, surrounded by farmland sits Homestead Bible Camp, 
one of Weld Food Bank’s nonprofit Agency Partners. The camp has been serving the youth in their 
community every summer since 1985. This is the only camp of its kind in the eastern plains of 
Colorado, which gives kids of Weld County an opportunity to have a summer camp experience while 
still being in a local familiar setting. Most importantly, the camp helps keep kids out of trouble.

Weld Food Bank is proud to partner with HBC throughout the summer to make certain that 
campers have access to nutritious foods. During a visit in 2015, we noticed bowls of apples spread 
throughout the camp to provide a quick, healthy snack for an energy boost in between outdoor 
activities. The ability to keep 
food cost down for the camp, 
through support from the food 
bank, makes it possible for 
kids to attend who otherwise 
could not. We are grateful 
for the work of Homestead 
Bible Camp to provide a fun 
and safe environment for the 
children of our community. To 
learn more about HBC, follow 
them on Facebook or visit 
homesteadbible.org.
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Stories. They are all around us. They are what move us, make us feel alive, inspire us.  We use them to reflect 
on the basic human need to understand patterns of life. They allow us to reach out to people and emotionally 
connect with them. They paint images of a world in which the staff of Weld Food Bank dwell in every single 
day. Let me share one with you.

Cheryl knows that others are worse off, but she’s still hungry. As grocery prices creep higher and higher, her 
income sags and rationing her family’s food is a daily task. The 54-year-old mother of three and grandmother 
of two lives 20 miles outside of Greeley, and she says there are days she skips meal so her husband and son can 
eat. If they notice, she says she’ll let them think she’s fasting. She waters down the milk and juice to make it last 
longer. She visits food pantries but it’s not enough. “Who would think that in the land of plenty, hard-working 
families would go hungry? But I’m living proof it’s possible,” Cheryl said.

This story is not unique. In fact, it is the daily experience of a large number of families who are served by Weld 
Food Bank. It is heard as they ask for an emergency food box, or the way they thank you on a Mobile Food 
Pantry distribution, or as they leave one of our Agency food pantries. They are not unique; they are the very 
fabric of the people around us: your neighbors, your friends, and maybe even you.

It is both my honor and privilege to serve on the Board of Directors of an agency that not only addresses the 
“stories” of those who are hungry and in need, but meets them where they are, and exceeds them whenever 
possible. Congratulations to Bob O’Connor and his entire staff on a job well done, and on a job well-doing!

Perry Bell
Board President

President’s Corner

Our MISSION: To LEAD and ENGAGE our community in the 
FIGHT against HUNGER

Campers at Homestead 
Bible Camp in 2014



Beacon of Hope

Carlota Cortez is a senior at the University of Northern Colorado. She first 
became acquainted with the work of Weld Food Bank during her Public 
Health Clinical Rotation. She toured the facility where she learned about the 
vision and mission of the food bank. As part of a class, she was required to 
volunteer ten hours at a local institution. She decided to volunteer at the food 
bank because she truly believes in our mission of alleviating hunger in our 
community. After her required hours were over, she continued volunteering 
wherever we needed help.  In particular, she gave 8 hours of her time in one 
day to help collect signatures at UNC for the ‘Imagine’ license plate proposal. 
Thank you, Carlota, for being a Beacon of Hope in our community!

Upcoming Events
May 14th – Stamp Out Hunger
Participate in the nation’s largest food drive! 
You can leave a bag of shelf-stable grocery 
items by your mailbox for your postal worker to 
pick up and deliver to the food bank.

June 6th through June 24th – Twelfth Annual 
Corporate Food Challenge  
Have your company join in the fight against 
hunger through a friendly competition. Weld 
County businesses can compete to see who can 
donate the most food, money and volunteer 
hours. Contact our Senior Community 
Engagement Manager at (970) 356-2199 
ext.312 to see how your company can get 
involved in this fun and worthwhile event.

June 10th – Bank of Colorado Car Show
Join us and check out some amazing vehicles 
at the 19th Annual Cruise for Food Car Show 
sponsored by Kiwanis of the Rockies and Bank 
of Colorado. The show goes from 5:30 to 
7:30pm at the Eaton branch, and includes a 
free Halliburton BBQ dinner sponsored by Bank 
of Colorado. Enjoy carnival games and family 
activities. Proceeds from this event will be 
donated to Weld Food Bank.
  
June 11th – 9 Cares Colorado Shares
Keep your eyes out for food bank volunteers 
at King Soopers stores throughout Weld 
County.  We will be collecting non-perishable 
food items at the Westlake King Soopers and 
the King Soopers Marketplace in Greeley, the 
Windsor King Soopers, and the King Soopers 
in Firestone.

Weld Food Bank values its donors’ privacy. We never sell, rent, or barter our donor information. Annually, we publish our supporters’ names in our 
Annual Report. If you would like to opt out of having your name listed in our Annual Report or from being on our mailing list, please contact Stephanie 
Gausch at Stephanie@weldfoodbank.org with your complete name, address and telephone number and ask to be removed.

Plant a Row for the Hungry

Since the beginning of Weld Food Bank, the community has sought various ways to help. 
Financial support, shelf stable food donations and volunteering are crucial to our operation. 
But, there is an equally important way to help: plant a garden. In our community, 1 in 8 people 
face hunger and the challenges that accompany it on a daily basis. They have to make tough 
choices of choosing between paying for food and rent, utilities or medication. A majority of 
the families we serve say when they can afford food they will buy what is cheaper regardless 
of nutrition. However, when they come to the food bank nearly 93% say they eat more 
vegetables and fruits due to produce we have available.

Every year, we meet gardeners who describe their abundant harvest. Many first time 
produce donors comment that they never thought about giving their extra to the food 
bank. There is the assumption that we only take canned food, which is furthest from 
the truth. Last year, we distributed 4.6 million pounds of produce. Every day we rescue 
produce, dairy, meat and baked goods from nearly every grocery and big box store in 
Weld County. Manufacturers and distributors help out by donating their excess food. 
We ask farmers throughout the county to help with their excess and seconds. These 
businesses are very generous, but the need continues to grow. 

That is where your home gardens can help. Plant an extra row for the food bank, and 
set aside your excess produce to donate. We will gladly accept your bountiful harvest, 
whether it is fruit from your tree, tomatoes, green beans or fresh herbs. The special 
benefit of donating homegrown produce is often times those donations go home with 
hungry families on the same day they come in. For more information on food donations, 
contact our Food Resource Manager at (970) 356-2199 ext.306.



Stone Soup 2016 
On Saturday, April 2nd community leaders gathered at the Island Grove Event Center 
for our signature fundraiser, Stone Soup. This annual event grows every year as more 
supporters join us in the fight against hunger. Attendance hit an all-time high with 
568 guests joining us for an important night. The theme for the evening was “Packing 
Up Hunger” with a special focus on our School Backpack Program. Attendees 
enjoyed a catered meal from Kenny’s Steakhouse, a live painting by local acclaimed 
artist Armando Silva and music by Bob Purcell and the Outriders. The highlight of the 
evening came when Joe Kuchinski from Extraction Oil and Gas announced a $25,000 
donation during the Paddle Raiser. In total, enough money was raised to provide 
over one million meals for hungry families in our community.

Imagine License Plate 
Weld Food Bank, in partnership with the four other Feeding Colorado food banks, is 
applying to the Colorado Department of Revenue for the creation of an ‘Imagine’ vanity 
license plate that will impact hunger relief statewide. Yoko Ono Lennon graciously granted 
the license to feature the John Lennon self-portrait image on the plate. Mrs. Lennon 
explained, “Imagine is a great word to spread around, and I was happy to do this because 
it is helping a very important charity.” Funds gleaned from sales will bring local agriculture 
to the five Feeding Colorado food banks, including Weld Food Bank, and ultimately to the 
tables of hungry families across Colorado. 

Senator John Cooke is sponsoring the bill, but in order to proceed in the state Senate, there is a 
requirement of a minimum of 3,000 signatures from registered Colorado vehicle owners. We are 
grateful to Senator Cooke for putting his name on this bill. The impact the ‘Imagine’ license plate 
will have on our mission to fight hunger in Weld County will be significant.  
 
Visit coloradoimagine.com to stay up-to-date on the status of the license plate.
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“Imagine is a great word to spread around, 
and I was happy to do this because it is 
helping a very important charity.”

— Yoko Ono Lennon

Leave a lasting legacy to the food bank with an estate gift.  
Contact Stephanie Gausch, at 970-356-2199 x 304 to discuss  
how to remember the food bank in your will or estate plan.

Thank you the following sponsors for making Stone Soup 2016 so successful:
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